2020

Report

Osa Birds Staff - Top Photo left to
right: Andrea Johnson - Vice
President Board of Directors; Pilar
Bernal - Program Coordinator;
Karen Leavelle - Director. Bottom
Photo Left to right: Yolanda
Rodriguez, Assistant program
Coordinator; Nuria Urena Pizarro Assistant Program Coordinator.

Staff
Karen M. Leavelle, MSc.., Executive Director
Pilar Bernal Castro, Program Coordinator
Yolanda Rodríguez Corrales, Assistant coordinator,
Monitoring Program Rancho Quemado
Nuria Ureña Pizzara, Assistant coordinator,
Monitoring Program Rancho Quemado

Research and Monitoring Personnel
Víctor Rodríguez Mora
Luz María Ureña Pizarro
Nuria Ureña Pizzara
Yolanda Rodríguez Corrales
Neftalí Chavarría Villagra
Edward Jesús Montiel Chavarría
José Ángel Calderón Trejos
Yendri Rojas Santamaria
Arlet Quiros Calvo

Board of Directors
Andrea Johnson
Guido Saborio
Nina Koch
Janina Schan
Carissa Cox
Nito Paniagua
Karen Leavelle

In This Report
The First Debt for Nature Swap

4-6

Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager Studies

7-8

The MoSI Project

9 - 10

World Migratory Bird Day Festival (WMBD)

11 - 12

Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC)

13 - 14

Financials

15

Partners

15

Osa Birds needs your support!
On the Cover: Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo
Platypterus) is a Neotropical migratory bird that
spends the winter months from Oct - April in
Costa Rica.

We want to thank you for all of the support you have shown to Osa Birds. We
are grateful for your generous contributions. Please consider making a
contribution to help us fulfill our mission to protect birds and their habitats in
the Osa region of Costa Rica. Spread the word to friends and family as well!
You can ways to donate at www.osabirds.org.

Photo by: Dennis Atencio
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A Message from the Executive Director
Hello to our Dear Friends and Colleagues!
We are so grateful for you, for your generous giving and shared love of birds, a sentiment gown over time and compounded as we enter the holiday season. As I reflect
back on this past year, I am taken aback at the incredible challenges we have faced as
a global community, how steadfast people have been to help each other and how
devoted we have all be to staying the course in our endeavors. I am still amazed by
the fact that we held our World Migratory Bird Festival in March, just days before
everything shut down. Somehow, we got it in just under the wire unbeknownst to us the changes that were about to
happen.
We have been incredibly lucky really to have been able to continue working on projects that were well underway when
COVID-19 came about, and to get new projects set up and squared away despite the challenges. Because much of our
work takes place in rural communities on the Osa Peninsula, we have been committed to making sure that we follow
COVID protocols that were set up to protect all persons involved in our bird monitoring and reforestation work. Regardless of the limitations imposed, people wanted to continue working and did so mindfully, and we are so thankful
that those involved in our projects continue to stay healthy.
We just completed our annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count last weekend, an event by the way I expected we would
cancel. We didn't however, because of our committed participants that love to find reasons to go birding! As our Osa
Birds group was out counting birds along Rio Nuevo near Puerto Jimenez, I was pondering the future of what 2021
would bring, uncertain about any of it, when I noticed a pair of Black-striped Woodcreepers in full courtship display
right at eye level no more than 2 meters away. They reminded me of two things; why I love birds so much, and how
life goes on in the most predictable of ways.
So, we will continue to do what we do; to showoff birds to others, and to protect them with all the means we have
available to us. Your support is key to helping us do just that. We thank you for your continued support and please tell
your friends about what we are up to down here as well. We hope to see you soon on the Osa!
Best Wishes,

Karen

The Turquoise Cotinga (Cotinga ridgwayi)
is a regional endemic species red-listed as
Vulnerable by the IUCN.
For those that know me, Cotingas are near
and dear to my heart. This one is a
spectacle to be sure!
Photo by: Alan Dahl (Focused on Nature)
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First Debt for Nature Swap Project / Primer Canje de Deuda por Naturaleza
Osa Birds winds down a two year project working directly with the community of Rancho
Quemado and the Biological Monitoring Group to establish a native plants nursery, reforest
and restore degraded habitat, conduct long-term monitoring and create a BioCulture route
that traverses this small rural community bordering Corcovado National Park.
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The First Debt for Nature Swap

(El Primer Canje de Deuda por Naturaleza)
A debt-for-nature swap takes foreign debt and converts
it into financed conservation activities. In Costa Rica,
this exchange was made through the Forest Conservation Agreement (FCA) and the Tropical Forest Conservation Law (TFCA) of the United States government. Osa
Birds has been given the distinct opportunity to realize
one of many valuable conservation projects for which
we are extremely grateful.
Project Objectives


Promote the reforestation of multipurpose native

species (endemic, threatened, beneficial to wildlife and

Project Specifics
Title: Forest Conservation Strategies and Strengthening of Green Enterprises in the Community of
Rancho Quemado in the area bordering Corcovado
National Park
Donor: The First Debt for Nature Swap
Donation: 57,798,167.00 Colones
(Aprox. $94,602.00 USD)
Period: August 2018 - December 2020

human populations and ornamental). This is being
achieved by constructing a native plants nursery for the
purposes of reforestation for the improvement of habi-

Location: Golfo Dulce Forest Reserve bordering
Corcovado National Park

tat, to create natural barriers for migrant wildlife, and
for the beautification of public spaces;


Promote the development and use of resources by

creating an interpretive ecological botanical route at key

points within the community including business fronts,
viewing platforms and eco-stations


Project Achievements

Strengthen community biological monitoring as an

impact evaluation and long-term assessment of population tendencies. This includes both bird monitoring using
standard line transect methods and protocols along with

Constructed: 1 Native Plants Nursery & 1 Bird
Viewing Platform
Trees and Plants planted: ˃ 13,000
BioCulture Route: 13 businesses participating
Green Jobs Crated: 16

the study of plant phenology to understand what food
resources birds are using and how plants and trees are
affected by climate change over the long term. Bird re-

search and monitoring is
being done in conjunction
with our new MoSI program
(see below) to understand
bird population tendencies
to determine what we can
do to support bird populations.
Keep reading to see how we
are doing!
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The First Debt for Nature Swap
(El Primer Canje de Deuda por Naturaleza)

Achievements
As a strategy to promote ecological restoration, the Quira nursery was built
and 15 people from the community received the certification of the National
Institute of Learning (INA) in Establishment of Forest Nurseries. The Quira
nursery has an average monthly inventory of 6000 native trees and ornamental plants. A total of 84 reforestation agreements were signed with private
farm owners with a total of 12,616 native trees planted.
To promote the sustainable use of resources, rural tourism was strengthened
through the BioCultural Route Corazón de Osa which links 16 entrepreneurial
rural tourism businesses. As part of the route, tourist attractions such as the
Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager platform and the Passiflora and Calathea botanical refuges were built and beautified with native bird-friendly plants. Printed materials for marketing are available.
The Rancho Quemado Community Biological Monitoring Committee was consolidated with 16 active members who
monitor birds, mammals and study plant phenology on a monthly basis along 3 established trails in the community.
The Committee has the necessary field equipment and products for sale as a sustainability tool for monitoring activities.

We have never been more proud to work with such dedicated and wonderful people! The community of Rancho
Quemado is a gold standard for commitment to conservation and a new ecologically mindful way of living! We thank
you so much from the bottom of our hearts for all your continued hard work!!
Top Left: Biological Monitoring
Group of Rancho Quemado; Top
Right: Nuria Urena Pizarro and
Jossadac González Rodriguez ;
Bottom left: Spectacled Owl
(Pulsatrix perspicillata); Bottom
Right: the Quira Nursery.
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The Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager Study
The Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager (Habia atrimaxillaris) is endemic to the Osa Peninsula
and is considered to be a endangered RedList species (IUCN) for its highly restricted
range.
Masters candidate Arlet Quiros spent two
years studying this beloved species looking at
its reproductive ecology at two study sites;
La Tarde and Dos Brazos de Rio Tigre.
Photo by Manuel Sanchez Mendoza
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Black-cheeked Ant-Tanager Reproductive Ecology
Arlet finished up her field work last year nest searching and monitoring
BCAT nests in La Tarde and Dos Brazos de Rio Tigre [thanks to funding
provided by Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund and the
Alvaro Ugalde Scholarship Fund] with the objective of filling in vital information gaps regarding the reproductive ecology of this Osa endemic
and endangered species. Of the 24 nests that she found over 2 years, a
majority of those nests failed. With an over 90% failure rate, we are
now asking the question “why”?

Next Steps - Detection and description of nest predation on Blackcheeked Ant-Tanager nests on the Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica
With the support of Dr. Katie Stumpf PhD at Georgia College, and expert in reproductive ecology and the use of nest cams, Arlet will be working with Katie
and another graduate student from Georgia College to place cameras on nests
to determine the causes of nest depredation at the two study sites. This study
is currently on hold until the BCAT nesting
season 2021-2022 due to COVID 19 limitations.

Top: Arlet Quiros releasing a Black-cheeked
Ant-Tanager banded during our MoSI mist-net
training in Rancho Quemado on Dec 10, 2020.
You can imagine her excitement!!

We would like to thank Neftali Chavarria and Leiner Garcia for their assistance in the field and Eduardo Castro, owner and operator of Ecoturistico La Tarde.
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MoSI: Monitoring of Overwinter Survival
Osa Birds begins a new partnership with the Institute for
Bird Populations (IBP) MoSI program establishing two
new mist-netting and banding stations in the communities of Dos Brazos and Rancho Quemado 2020 - 2022.
Mist-netting will help provide key information on the
conservation challenges of neotropical migratory birds in
their tropical habitats. This approach will provide the
vital rates of bird populations such as site persistence,
adult survival rates, and populations trends over the long
-term.

Summer Tanager male (Piranga rubra) is a Neotropical
migratory passerine common to Osa as a winter resident that breeds in north America.
Photo by: Sofía Ortíz
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Over Winter Suvirvorship of Neotropical Migratory Birds (MoSI)
Title: Establishing a MoSI monitoring Network on the Osa Peninsula.
Donor: US Fish and Wildlife Service
Donation: $59,167.56
Period: 2020 - 2022
MoSI Station Locations: Rancho Quemado and Dos Brazos de Rio Tigre
Partners: Institute for Bird Populations

Banding Trainers: Pablo Elizondo & Holly Garrod from the
Costa Rica Bird Observatory
Project Focus
The MoSI methodological approach of mist-netting and banding birds along established monitoring routes supplements and bolsters traditional monitoring methods already in place and that are specifically tailored to providing key
information on the conservation challenges of neotropical migratory birds in their tropical habitats and year-round
resident birds; Mist netting and banding through the Institute for Bird Population’s (IBP) Monitoreo de Sobrevivencia
Invernal (MoSI) Program. This approach spells out a distinct objective for this project to understanding bird declines
and the factors that limit populations. Implementation of a MoSI mist-netting and banding program will provide the
vital rates of bird populations such as adult survival rates, site persistence and populations trends over the long-term
(IBP 2019). Specific activities include a MoSI training course, and regular MoSI mist-netting during two years conducted by established monitoring groups in two communities: Dos Brazos de Rio Tigre and Rancho Quemado.

Top Left: Trainees from Rancho Quemado and
Dos Brazos; Top middle: Wedge-billed Woodcreeper (Glyphorynchus spirurus) by Karen
Leavelle; Top Right: Northern Waterthrush
(Parkesia noveboracensis); Bottom Left: Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) by Yolanda Rodriguez; Bottom Right: Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
(Empidonax flaviventris) by Karen Leavelle.
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World Migratory Bird Day Festival
Osa Peninsula

2020 was the 7th annual World Migratory Bird Day Festival - Birds Connect the world
This years festival was held as normal on March 7th which was nothing short of a miracle considering the world basically shut down
only a few weeks later due to COVID 19. We feel lucky that we were able to hold our in-person festival and that it was arguably the
biggest festival to date.
As you many know from past years, our festival vision is to send off our neotropical migratory birds as a sort of going away party as
they are flocking up and getting ready for their long journey to North America for the breeding season. People often ask us why we
hold a going away party and not a welcome back event in the Fall. Birds generally arrive to their wintering grounds in the tropics
during Sept & Oct. These months in the southern coastal zone of Costa Rica are very rainy and wet meaning the festival would likely get rained on. In March however, the weather is warm and sunny and birds are quite active making it a good time to observe
birds. So March it is, and we have never been rained on!
We would like to thank Tropical Wings for their yearly visit and support of our Sister Parks Partnership and festival. We would also
like to thank our other many donors this year which include Crocodile Bay, Lapa Rios, Aguila de Osa, Colono, Danta Lodge, Mayoreo
de Osa, ICT, Luna Lodge, Fundacion Neotropica, Playa Nicuesa, Osa Mariposario and Osa Dreams Tours. We would also like to
thank Surcos Tours for their support in organizing the festival along with Conservacion Osa, Fundacion Neotropica, ACOSA,
ASCONA, UNED, UCR Sede del Sur, Boruca, Transportes Sachez, Colosal Radios del Sur, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Pacific
Whales. Finally we would like to thank Corcovado Beach Lodge for allowing us to hold our festival at their lodge on the beach, the
perfect backdrop for bird watching and having a lot of fun! See the next page for all the fun and contests we had.

Osa Birds Annual Report 2020

11

Festival Activities
Photo Contest
School Visits
Children’s drawing Contest
Kids Parade
Birdathon Competition
Games
Theater
Birds Talks
Bird Walks
Music, Food and More….

Photo Contest Winners: From left to right: 1st place Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) at Playa Preciosa by Dave Hamilton; 2nd place
Shorbirds - Whimbrels (Numenius phaeopus), Willet (Tringa semipalmata) and Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) at Playa Preciosa by Manuel Sanchez and; 3rd place Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) by Ignacio Campos. We would like to thank the many who
participated in this years contest and all of their amazing entries.
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11th Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Osa Peninsula and Corcovado National Park
December 19, 2020

Great Curassow (Crax rubra) is a resident
species of Costa Rica and is Red-Listed as
Vulnerable (VU) by the IUCN for its declining populations throughout its range.
Numbers are increasing on the Osa Peninsula likely due to efforts to conserve mature forests and restore degraded lands.
The Great Curassow is our focal species
for this years CBC for its conservation status and its incredible plumage.
Photo by Manuel Sanchez

Osa Birds Annual Report 2020

13

Audubon Christmas Bird Count - Osa Peninsula
Because this years 121st Audubon Christmas Bird Count (the CBC) took place on the 19th of December 2020, we were still
waiting for results to come in from all participants at the time this annual report came out. We instead bring you results
from the previous year’s count 2019.
120th CBC Results for Costa Rica Osa Peninsula (CROP) Circle
Total Number of Species: 256
# of Parties (groups): 17
Total number of observers in the field: 105
# Party Hours: 82.8

Kilometers covered by foot: 66.4
Kilometers covered by car: 16.4

Thank you to all of our participants!! This bird
count wouldn't be possible without you!

Playa Preciosa

Surcos Tours

Crocodile Bay Resort

Fundación Neotropica

Grupo de Monitoreo Dos Brazos de Rio Tigre

SINAC - ACOSA

Grupo de Monitoreo Rancho Quemado

Bosque del Rio Tigre

Conservacion Osa

Lapa Rios

Aves y Bosques de Osa

El Remanso

Osa Safari Rainforest Adventure

Everyday Adventures

Osa Dreamcatcher Tours

Luna Lodge
We submit our
observations to
Audubon and
eBird!!!
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Fiscal Year Revenue & Expenditures 2019
Osa Birds fiscal year runs from January 1st to December 31st. Revenue and Expenditure information for 2020 can be
made available after January 1st, 2021 or in the annual report for 2021.

October Big Day 2020: Left to Right: Bay-headed Tanager (Tangara gyrola), Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula) and Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana)

Osa Birds would like to extend our gratitude to all of our Partners and event participants
The US Fish and Wildlife Service
The Institute for Bird Populations
Costa Rica Bird Observatories
Primer Canje de Deuda por Naturaleza
Costa Rica por Siempre
Georgia College
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund
Tropical Wings
Environment for the Americas
National Audubon Society
Grupo de Monitoreo Biologico Rancho Quemado
Grupo de Monitoreo Biologico Dos Brazos de Rio Tigre
ICT - Instituto Costarricense de Turismo

The Osa Conservation Area (ACOSA)
Conservacion Osa
Crocodile Bay Resort
Lapa Rios Rainforest Lodge
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Finca Cantaros
Aguila de Osa
Fundación Neotropica
ICE
Danta Lodge
Surcos Tours
Luna Lodge
ASCONA & Osa Wild
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